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l, In Bulgaria in general and in Sofia in particular, there is no evidence at least
since 1950; of a regular Soviet Amy. There are Soviet experts; but they occupy
positions in special offices and do not maintain any contact with the population.
Only in the public parks are Bussian women observed playing with their children.

2. This does not mean that Bulgaria is not controlled by the Soviets. On the contrary
it may be said with certainty that nothing can be decided without the approval of
Soviet offivials. The chief Soviet official in Bulgaria, particularly in the
ecopomic field, is a certain Kuznetsov who may actually be considered the prime

"minister of Bulgaria. EKugnetsov lives outside of Sofia in the former Royal Palace
of Vrania, where meetings of the Council of Ministers are held. Kuznetsov is a
very distinguished person,noticeably differing from the other Soviets who were
formerly seen in Bulgarid. He is well mannered but treats all Bulgarian ministers
with a certain formality. Every project or governmental act is submitted to him
and he reserves the right to study it and therefore to approve it. The meeting
hall in the Palace of Vrania is decorated in a Russian style. On the walls there
are portraits of all the Soviet "heroes". Standing in the meeting hall one has
the impression of being in the USSR and not in Bulgaria; this also because of the
fact that the talks and conferences are generally held in the Russian language 25X1
which is known by all Bulgarian ministers. Kuznetsov's demmtv is engineer by
profession. Tﬁe was an advisor
of Kuznetsov ama he guides and controls the Bulgarian Government particularly
in the steel and coal industry field.

3. Without the two men mentigned above s> no decision may be taken either in the sconomic
or in the industrial field. However, they do not interfere directly in the political
life of Bulgaria and few persons realize their importance. )

L.
Ln Bulgaria depends directly
g exclusively upon the eontrol and decision of the Soviets. 25X
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A third Soviet exponent in Bulgaria is a certain Loskariov, officially Commercial
Attache at the Soviet Embassy in Sofia. In practice, however, he exercises the
functions of Minister of Foreign Commerce and controls the production in the whole

country. Without his authorization no agreements can be conclud?g’not even with
the governments of Satellites countries.
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